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TODAY WE GATHER TO WORSHIP to hear how God invites us to rely on grace.       
[Sundays and Seasons] 
 

IT’S A JOY TO HAVE YOU WORSHIPPING WITH US: If you are a visitor, we would like to 
know you better—just complete one of the orange “Glad you’re here!” cards from 
a pew rack to place into the offering plate as it circulates. 
 

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER!  We invite you to try one of our listening devices to 
allow you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary. They are available by speaking to an usher. 
 

PINK PRAYER CARDS:  You may write names for prayer on a pink card found in the 
pew rack and place it on the altar rail for inclusion in prayers of the day. For a name 
to be added to our printed prayer list (for four weeks), write “Prayer List” on the 
card. Please be sure this request is approved by the person for whom we pray. 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN’S PRAYER CHAIN is available daily for prayer for members, friends 
and family.  Call JoAnn Sallo, chairperson at 201-666-2156 or the church. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION:  All who are baptized are invited to the table where Christ is 
bodily present in the bread and wine. At the directions of our ushers, all who are 
able kneel at the rail to receive this gift. The individual cups contain wine and grape 
juice (grape juice is in the center of the tray). A common cup with wine is also 
available. Children who commune should hold out their hands to the server.  
 

NURSERY FACILITIES: There is a self-serve Nursery and Infant Room for young children 

accompanied by their parents. The Infant Room contains a bathroom with a changing 
table. These rooms are located along the hallway from the side door of the sanctuary. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE PEW RACK:  Please include your contact 
information or envelope number.  We also accept checks online.   Visit our website 
(www.clc4u.com) and click on “Give” to learn how to set up an account with your 
bank information. Thank you for your gift! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

 @christwoodcliff 

Open on Sundays: 9:00 and 10:30 am 

http://www.clc4u.com/
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/


[For today’s worship all portions in italics will be spoken by our worship leaders. Congregational responses are 
in bold-faced type.] 

PRELUDE 
 

CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
          [Pink prayer cards with your joys or concerns may be placed on the altar rail.] 
 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    [Please stand as you are able.] 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
healer of our every ill, source of unending mercy. 
Amen. 
 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, 
let us turn again to God, confessing the truth about ourselves. 
 

Merciful God, 
we come before you, beloved but broken. 
We have not always treated others 
as we would want them to treat us. 
We have not always called out injustice and abuse. 
We have not always been kind to ourselves. 
We have not always taken care of the world 
we share with other living creatures. 
Remind us of who we are, 
beloved children bathed in your love. 
Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, 
bringing healing to the brokenness around us. 
Amen. 
 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, 
renewed by the Spirit within and among you, and made alive again in Christ. 
Receive this assurance in Jesus’ name: 

you are ☩ forgiven and freed 
to live for the healing of the world. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
[We share the peace via handshake or the peace sign.] 
 
 



[Please remain standing as you are able.] 

GATHERING SONG – “Son of God, Eternal Savior”    [ELW 655, verses 1-3.]  

 
[Text and music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 
 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
  Pastor 

    
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct 
our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. 
Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   [The congregation may sit] 
 

THE FIRST READING – Job 19:23-27a 
 23“O that my words were written down! 
  O that they were inscribed in a book! 
 24O that with an iron pen and with lead 
    they were engraved on a rock forever! 
 25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
    and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 
   26and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
    then in my flesh I shall see God, 
 27awhom I shall see on my side, 
    and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SECOND READING – 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, 
we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either 
by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the 
Lord is already here. 3Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come 
unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for 
destruction. 4He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 
5Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 
 
 
 



  13But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by 
the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14For this purpose he called you through 
our proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the    
traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 
  16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word. 
The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    [Please stand as you are able.] 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 20:27-38 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28and 
asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, 
leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children 
for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died 
childless; 30then the second 31and the third married her, and so in the same way     
all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died. 33In the resurrection,    
therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
  34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 
marriage; 35but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36Indeed they 
cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being 
children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself 
showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the dead, 
but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 



 
[The congregation may sit.] 

SERMON – “Hold Fast”    
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!”    [ELW 619, verses 1-3.]  

 

 
[Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 

 
 



[Please remain standing.] 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
  

[The congregation may sit.] 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
United with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation.  [A brief silence.] 
 

Loving Redeemer, by grace you have chosen us to live boldly as resurrection people. 
Keep our bishops Elizabeth and Tracie, pastors, teachers, and all who proclaim your 
good news strong in faith. Strengthen us to stand firm and proclaim the good news 
to the world.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Maker of all, you bless us with the change of seasons. Create safe pathways as 
plants and animals prepare for winter, and make us good stewards of your 
bountiful creation.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Divine judge, your justice and mercy are revealed to us in your steadfast love. Grant 
rest and peace to our faithful veterans. We pray for Donald, the President; Phillip, 
the Governor; the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and all who decide where troops should 
go. Give courage, empathy, and wisdom to government officials who lead, serve, 
and protect.   
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



 
 
 
Listening God, your beloved people call to you and you answer them. Hear the cries 
of those who are poor and unemployed, those who seek refuge, those who suffer 
from addiction, and all who are sick especially: 
 

Jon Acito, Beverly Albert, Dolores Albert, Sharon Bongard, 
Cathy Cipoletti, Elizabeth Danko, Bill Daub, Dave, Ken Eastlund,  
Jackson Fehr, Flynn, Jay Franks, Gabrielle,  Katie, Lois Hainsselin,  

Kim Herrera, Mae Hulburt, Stowe Hunt, Tracy Klempmer,  
 Camp Koinonia, Larry, Lorraine Sadlon, Niko, 

Jimmy Saladino, Alice Sheer, Nancy Sweet 
 

Guard and keep them in your loving care.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous teacher, you look upon your children with a loving heart. Bless the 
ministries of those who work with, serve, teach, and lead children.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the living, to you all are alive. We give thanks for those who have died in the 
faith. Give us joy in knowing that our Redeemer lives, and that we will be united 
with the faithful in a resurrection like his.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting that you 
have received them in your care. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LITANY FOR VETERANS 
On this day, we remember those who have served in our armed forces. Prince of 
Peace, even as we pray for an end to war, we give thanks for our soldiers’ courage, 
for their love of country, and for their work to bring peace to our world.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Healer of All, bind up the wounds of all who have served. Show us how to comfort 
those who are hurting.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Merciful God, all suffer the cost of war. We remember widows and widowers, 
orphans, and all those separated from those they love.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray, Gracious God, that swords will be turned into plowshares and that peace 
will reign. We give thanks for all who have served. Shield from danger those who 
bravely protect us. With them, may we glory not in war, but in your love and 
righteousness. Strengthen us to be your peacemakers in the world.  
Amen. 
 

HONORING OUR MILITARY VETERANS    [A Medley Salute – Argine Safari] 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR MUSICAL OFFERING  –  “Above All Else”    
 

THE OFFERING IS TAKEN  
 

THE ELEMENTS ARE RECEIVED AND THE OFFERTORY IS SUNG 
 
[Please stand as you are able for the Offertory Song on the following page.] 

OFFERTORY SONG – “Now We Join in Celebration”    [ELW 462, verse 1.]  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
[Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain; Text, OneLicense.net License #A-715430  All rights reserved.] 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 

 



PREFACE 

 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

 you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

 but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 

 to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

 our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

 to preach good news to the afflicted, 
 to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
 and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Amen. 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Come, not because you are perfect but because, through Christ Jesus, you              
are invited. 
 

 [The congregation may sit.] 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 
At the direction of our ushers, everyone who is able kneels at the rail.  

Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.  

A chalice with wine is also available.  
Children and all who have not received First Communion will receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

Amen.] 
 

 [The following songs are sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.] 

COMMUNION SONG — “Lamb of God” 

 



COMMUNION SONG – “We All Are One in Mission”     [ELW 576, all verses.]  

 

 
 [Tune Copyright :  Public Domain; Text/Arrangement, OneLicense.net License #A-715430  All rights reserved.] 
 
               



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [Please stand as you are able.] 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.   
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and 
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now 
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and 
evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
[From Rev. Leila M. Ortiz, Bishop of The Metropolitan Washington D. C. Synod] 
 

May God give you grace never to sell yourself short; grace to risk something big     
for something good; grace to remember that the world is too dangerous                 
for anything but truth and too small for anything but Love. The Blessing of God 
Almighty,☩   Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us now and remain with us this 
day and always. 
Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG – “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”     [ELW 890, all verses.] 

 
 [Music and Text Copyright Holder:  Public Domain.] 

 

 DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   

 



 
REFLECTION:   “Focus”                                                                Pastor Marc A. Stutzel 
 

Today's reading from Second Thessalonians is a bit strange since there's a big gap 
within it. We start off by reading the first five verses from chapter two but then 
skip to verse 13. Luckily, the missing verses do not get in the way of noticing what 
Paul was writing about. This is a text that wants us to ask ourselves a question: 
what kind of news are you always on the lookout for?  
 
I think we'd like to say that we're into good news. But when we turn on our TV or 
scroll through the front page of any newspaper, the news we love to click on is 
mostly negative. We pay attention to whatever is the most recent tragedy, and we 
linger on stories when they're full of fear or sorrow. We even might get caught up 
in the most recent conspiracy theory, especially if that theory makes us feel 
superior to everyone else. Bad news is exactly that. Yet we hunger for it, devoting 
our time and energy consuming it over everything else. Because, for whatever 
reasons, we love to share stories that eventually end up as plot lines in Law and 
Order.  
 
When we spend our energy focused on what's bad, there's a chance we'll miss 
seeing what's good. We end up being consumed by these negative thoughts and 
create an alternative reality filled with false facts. The more energy we spend in 
that false reality, the more we miss seeing what God is doing in the true reality. 
And this, I think, is what Paul was getting at. We need to be wary of all those who 
try to create alternative realities where one person or organization is seen as 
holding "the truth." Because, they will live in what's bad and miss the good news of 
the truth in the person of Jesus Christ. When we cling to His good news - good 
news rooted in a relationship with God - we are given the ability to see the world as 
it truly is.       We'll see the true sin in the world but also what is good. We'll 
discover how we contribute to that sin, how our claims about "fake news" are 
anything but, and how we can grow into something better than we once were. We 
will often bear witness in a world that sometimes prefers a false reality to the 
truth. But we stay with the truth because we trust that Jesus' story will be our own. 
This trust isn't something we can figure out on our own. It's a gift, given to us by 
the Holy Spirit, that opens our eyes to God's reality. And when our eyes are open, 
that doesn't mean we are better or smarter than anyone else. We just have faith - 
and that's when we'll see the good news in Jesus because God, through Him, is 
creating a new future of love, mercy, and hope.   
 


